
Newsletter from the Rector Rev. Greg Smith for 14th May 2021

Dear friends
I have spent the week undertaking training in rural ministry with some 
wonderful people at the Arthur Rank Centre, via zoom of course. I hope I 
haven’t hidden from anyone my profound ignorance of the countryside (15
months in a village when I was seventeen is the sum total of my previous 
experience). 
The lesson of my first three months, underlined by this week’s training is 
that it is dangerous to generalise very much. One of the most popular 
tropes is that if you live in the countryside you are remote and isolated. 
You may feel this is true if you’re reading this in Shelve or Plealey. But this
doesn’t appear to be especially true of where we are living in Pontesbury. 
In our previous parish, we had to get in the car and drive to the doctors, 
dentists and supermarket. All of these are now within walking distance. 
This is not to say that loneliness is any less prevalent wherever you go. 
Whether people live in high rise flats in the city or on remote farms in the 
countryside or in the middle of a vibrant village, we all need to know that 
promise of Jesus declared at his Ascension: “Behold, I am with you to the 
very end of the age” (Matt 28)

Thy Kingdom Come
Started yesterday at Ascension and continues through to Pentecost. You 
are encouraged to pray on a daily basis through this eleven-day period. 
There are prayer booklets to help you with this, freely available at both 
Minsterley and Pontesbury. Just call in to either church during daylight 
hours and pick up your copy. Most churches in the family are open for 
private prayer during this period; and Pontesbury has prayer stations 
specially set up to assist those who would prefer to pray in a church 
building.

Christian Aid
Since we are in Christian Aid week, both Minsterley and Pontesbury 
churches will be holding retiring collections for this important charity. If 
you don’t usually carry cash, please be mindful of this.

Pentecost
Next Sunday, May 23rd, is Pentecost. We will have our regular fourth 
Sunday services, but the service from St George’s will be recorded and 
then broadcast later in the day, closer to 3 p.m. than the 12 noon 
advertised last week. Only those actively taking part in the service will 



feature on camera. Many thanks to Alistair Bates who is working hard to 
ensure a high quality experience.

Trinity Sunday
The final Sunday of May will be our first fifth Sunday and is an opportunity
for the whole family to worship in one place. We are using St George’s on 
this occasion while social distancing is still in force but hope to use other 
churches in the future.

APCMs
Next week sees APCMs for:

 Habberley at 1 p.m. on Tuesday in church
Hope at 2.15 on Wednesday in the Village Hall
Shelve at 2 p.m. on Thursday in church


